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To Our Nature Sacred Community,

With deep gratitude, you'll find in this Annual Report many of Nature Sacred’s accomplishments
throughout 2024—a magnificent year underscored by service and hard work with communities across
the country by our steadfast Board members, devoted staff, inspiring Firesouls, trusted partners, and
generous donors. On behalf of our entire Nature Sacred community, thank you for all you continue
to do to honor, preserve, and provide access to nature for all.

Last year marked the first full year of operations since we lost our beloved Co-Founder, Tom Stoner.
Through nature, we know that life only moves on in patterns of progress that are grounded in the
strength and reflective spirit of what—and who—has come before.

Inspired by the broad community of Nature Sacred champions, we are delighted to announce that Tom
deepened his commitment to the mission of Nature Sacred by making a S10M bequest to the
Endowment Account, ensuring long-term sustainability.

This transformational gift is the result of Tom’s belief in the accelerated progress he witnessed at
Nature Sacred these past five years. Tom'’s intention was to foster a dynamic path forward by lifting
up all that the Nature Sacred community has accomplished together. Tom'’s gift is providing the
inspiration to dream what is possible to bring access to nature for all. It will take the energy of this
national movement to make that dream reality.

Nature Sacred’s future begins now. And we need you more than ever.

As we embark this year on our next five year strategic plan, we are excited to share with you how we
can gather, champion, promote and activate the interweaving of people and nature coming together to
improve well-being. We are beyond grateful for our shared belief in the value of this impact. Once
again, on behalf of all those we serve at Nature Sacred, thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

With joy, gratitude, and an eye toward a greener future,

Pascal Mittermaier
Board Chair

Kitty Stoner
Co-Founder & Vice Chair




CEO LETTER
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2024 was an extraordinary year! It was a year reflective of our steady progress to achieve the ambitious
goals we laid out in our first five-year plan. It was a year that we deeply listened—to our Firesouls in
more than 20 gatherings and events and to communities in the 80 design sessions we hosted where
Sacred Places are in development. As | write this, we are rounding the corner of our final year of that
ambitious strategic plan and | have every assurance that we will achieve everything we set out to do. As
an organization, we have planned the work and worked the plan. But it is you, our dedicated supporters,
who have championed our mission into fruition and who have sparked joy throughout the process.

Joy was front and center in September when a long-awaited Sacred Place, the Garden of Hope and
Healing, opened at the April Samson Cancer Center in Lincoln, Nebraska—one of the 10 new Sacred
Places that opened in 2024. Joy was contagious when our Programs team gathered with Firesouls across
the nation for a Listening Tour to inform our next strategic plan. And that joy was amplified when our
mission was buoyed by a legacy gift to our Endowment from our Co-Founder and my dad, Tom Stoner.

As | think about where we are and where we are headed, it is clear that we have, all along, been forging
the path for the next generation—those who will inherit what we have all worked to create.

So, | invite you to turn these pages to both reflect and be inspired. Thanks to your generosity, we are
creating meaningful, tangible change—it can be seen in the number of Sacred Places sprouting across the
nation, it can be felt through the connection of our network of Firesouls that are the heartbeat of all we do
in our Sacred Places, and it can be witnessed by the transformational moments had in Sacred Places
through heartfelt journal entries. It will be experienced for generations to come as the legacy we
create, together.

With gratitude and abundant joy,

J{ﬂﬂf 2 o) % L '.__&E"F-;-;.E
Alden E. Stoner :
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77? | invite you to create a pause to visit (at least!) one of our Sacred Places this year and experience
firsthand, all you have made possible. Find our most updated list of Sacred Places by scanning
the QR code.




Nature Sacred

MISSION

To provide the opportunity for a deeper human experience by inspiring and
supporting the creation of public green spaces that offer a temporary place of
sanctuary, encourage reflection, provide solace, and engender peace and well-being.
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We envision a time when every urban community in the U.S. will provide people
with opportunities for intimate, intentional daily doses of nearby urban nature
through the creation of a system of nature spaces.




A NATURE SACRED GLOSSARY

Sacred Places are green spaces designed using a process
and model honed over 25 years; spaces created with a
specific purpose: to provide mindful reflection and solace
to intentionally improve health & wellbeing.

Firesouls are volunteer community leaders—catalysts for
change who recognize the need and vital role a green
space can offer within their community. They serve as
community liaisons, ensuring that each Sacred Place is
designed with the community’s needs at the forefront.

The national Firesoul Network exists to cultivate collaboration
and alliance between Firesouls across cities and states and
unleash and foster/bolster community leaders. Through
education sessions, inspirational speakers, career development
tools, and virtual and in-person gatherings, Firesouls are able
to share, learn and grow from each other. This not only
strengthens the stewardship of their Sacred Places, but also
the integral ways they serve their communities.

In each Sacred Place, you will find a Nature Sacred bench,
inviting visitors to take a moment of respite and enjoy the
nature around them. Tucked under each bench is a little
yellow journal, a place for visitors to connect and reflect.




THE LASTING LEGACY OF A SACRED PLACE

At Nature Sacred, we take the long view. The work we do today—creating Sacred Places,
fostering connections, and strengthening communities—is an investment in the future. A
future where people and nature are deeply intertwined, where green spaces are more than
parks, and where healing, renewal, and belonging last for generations.

By investing in these relationships and supporting community-led design, we ensure that
Sacred Places are more than temporary spaces—they are legacies. Spaces of refuge today.
Foundations for tomorrow. A reminder that what we plant with care now will provide shade,
solace, and strength long into the future.
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Partnering with Nature Sacred is an investment with
recurring dividends of impact. The ability to leverage
and amplify this proven model not only creates a
visible, tangible impact, it fosters connection and well-
being far beyond what can be measured. And, because
of the financial health of Nature Sacred, there is a
lot of satisfaction in knowing my charitable gift is
leveraged directly toward the mission.

Scott Brickman
Managing Director,
Long Grove Capital

6699

As trustees of the TKB Foundation, we
embrace our opportunity to be the next
generation of stewards for causes important to
Steve and Anne Dodge. We are honored and
delighted to be supporters and champions of
the work of Nature Sacred. Through their
engagement and investment in communities
across the US, and through their own cross
generational leadership, Nature Sacred
believes in the effectiveness of long term
commitment to create meaningful impact.

TKB Trustees

Kirby Lane Park | Baltimore, MD
in partnership with Bon Secours Community Works



WHAT IS NATURE SACRED?

Nature Sacred is growing a national network of urban sanctuaries created
to reduce stress, improve health, and strengthen communities.

SERVICE PROVIDER NETWORK RESEARCH
AND PARTNER BUILDER AGGREGATOR
We help communities bring Supporting .communlty . . We offgr acc}esgb[e,
. . leaders—the Firesouls—with evidence-driven insights and
their green space visions to ) 8
. stewardship resources and data on the benefits of
life through a proven process . i . .
. : . cultivating meaningful nature, helping communities
grounded in deep listening ) .
. connections to ensure the gain the support they need
and collaboration. i o i
long-term sustainability of to protect and enhance their
For more, please see pages 8-11 their Sacred Places. landscapes.
For more, please see pages 12-16 For more, please see page 1/
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NATURE SACRED,
SERVICE PROVIDER & PARTNER

We support the design and creation of Sacred Places that can be found
everywhere—from once-neglected urban lots to hospitals to school campuses.
We help guide communities and organizations through the process of bringing
their nature spaces to life.

Since 2020, we have 90 new Sacred Places in our pipeline toward our goal of 100 by 2025.

19

PLANNING

38

COMPLETED DESIGN

5

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

28

480\ SACRED PLACES OPENED
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Geckle Memorial Garden | Baltimore, MD

Sacred Places
opened since 1996




NATURE FOR WELLNESS SPOTLIGHT:
GARDEN OF HOPE AND HEALING

@ SACRED PLACE: Garden of Hope and Healing

Labyrinth LOCATION: Lincoln, NE

Sacred Place

Bryan Health’s April Sampson Cancer Center offers advanced technology and treatment within a healing,
comfortable environment for the Midwest region. The true beauty of the new cancer center lies not only in
its natural surroundings and comforting aesthetic, but in bringing nearly every element of cancer care and
treatment together under one roof.

Nature Sacred worked with the Bryan Health community, neighboring residents, local non-profits, and
other stakeholders to provide a design centered on the unigue needs of this community.

Visible from the building windows and a short walk away from it, the
site is in a prime spot to become integrated into the routines of staff, patients, and family.

FIRESOUL FIRESOUL FIRESOUL
SARAH CARTER JOANNA MORGAN VALERIE HUNT

Garden of Hope and Healing | Lincoln, NE

Designers: Jay Graham (Moody Graham, Primary Designer),
9 Lanshing Hwang (Symbiosis, supporting Design Advisor), Olsson (Landscape Architect of Record)
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Of the hundreds of projects ['ve done,
this is by far my favorite. With others
they will degrade over time. With
this one, it'll only get better.

Don Sheets
Facilities Design Planner,
Bryan Medical Center

June and Paul Schorr, philanthropic catalysts for the Garden of Hope and Healing,
with Alden and Kitty Stoner at the Sacred Place opening on September 20, 2024
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| knew people would use the space,
but had no idea how much it would
be used in the short window of time
that it has been open. It’s just so
beautiful—it's just amazing how it
draws people in. Patients are
constantly talking about it. Staff are
so amazed they have a space to sit
and be quiet and drink their coffee
while watching the sunrise. You all
told us how awesome this space
would be and now | see it—100%, it
is everything we needed.

» r--.-.'. o i

Garden of Hope and Healing labyrinth

Firesoul Valerie Hunt
Director of Philanthropy
and Major Gifts Officer

Scan this QR code to learn
more about the Garden of
Hope and Healing.

www.naturesacred.org/sacred_place/april-sampson-cancer-center 10



COMMUNITY HEALING SPOTLIGHT:
MUSLIM FAMILY CENTER

hﬂ'..fh SACRED PLACE: Sakinah Gardens
Neighborhood  LOCATION:  Columbia, MD

Sacred Place

The Muslim Family Center has been serving Muslims living and working in Howard County, MD for over a
decade. They strive to nurture spiritual excellence within families by offering purposeful programs and
services in an uplifting and inclusive environment.

The Center’s location is accessible through the center and an adjacent city park, but in need of much
support to reach their visioned community space. The community includes many active volunteers and
families who travel from other counties to spend time here. There is currently no space to meet or hold
events, requiring the Center to rent spaces or meet in nearby parks so they partnered with Nature Sacred
to create a Sacred Place. Currently in the active design process, this space will welcome anyone and
everyone who would like to spend time in it—whether they are part of the community, or simply passing
by, just like any other community center—particularly young adults and children.

The soon-to-be Sacred Place is nestled behind MFC’s building, offering ample open space as well as a
more wooded area towards the back of the site. A Sacred Place here will enable folks to come
together more often and feel like they have roots within the larger community.

FIRESOUL FIRESOUL FIRESOUL
YUMNA VALIULLA SHAZIA YOUSUF AYMAN RAHMAN

Site plan draft of the future Sakinah Gardens Sacred Place by Design Advisors at Floura Teeter

11 www.naturesacred.org/sacred_place/muslim-family-center



NATURE SACRED,
NETWORK BUILDER

We bring together community leaders to spearhead the unique design, programming
and events of each space, tending to them physically and spiritually through the
Nature Sacred Firesoul Network, our long-term site stewardship program.

IN 2024
2 Firesouls total
in our network

56 23

New Leadership, Development.
Firesouls Program offerings

77 Enhancement &
Enrichment Grants awarded

Enrichment Grants aid Firesouls in providing

Beehive Peace Garden | Baltimore, MD

activities for their communities while
Enhancement Grants help defray upkeep and
special maintenance costs, as well as support the
addition of enhancing features in Sacred Places.

Our Programming Guides

Your Guide to
Interfaith Programming

- LA - Your gulde in Sacred Places
mm&mm Inspiration and ideas from around the MNature Sacred
Network.

LABYRI NTH Enrichment grants are available to support these

SACRED PLACES pragrams and

to
Mg oy ‘our guide to il -
Your guide to o o 1, , AN - Programming 101

Had and fami[y—frimd{y /Vs(;;ééaﬂ@aﬁ’

YGramming

Sacred Place
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ENHANCEMENT GRANT RECIPIENT SPOTLIGHT:
MARIAN HOUSE COURTYARD

ﬁ SACRED PLACE: Marian House Courtyard
provy i

Neighborhood LOCATION: Baltimore, MD

Sacred Place

Nature Sacred’s partnership with Marian House extends more than a decade. Marian FIRESOl;L
House is a holistic, healing community for women and their children who are in need KATIE ALLSTON
of housing and support services that hosts two Sacred Places. The initial Sacred Place

has a unique combination of contemplative nature and art, featuring four “monumental women”
sculptures. The newly opened Geckle Memorial Garden (pictured on page 8) adjacent to Marian House
Independence Place, is an independent living residence for the women and children they serve. The
former school building is now 22 units of permanent supportive housing complete with community
spaces, a lobby, staff offices, and room to breathe in the Sacred Place.

The Enhancement Grant provided Marian House the opportunity to revitalize the Courtyard Sacred Place
by renewing the current fountain feature, and repurposing this design feature of the Sacred Place into a
Zen Garden to be enjoyed by residents and staff alike. The thoughtful redesign will allow Marian House
to hold more community events and celebratory gatherings with ease.

Group photo of Marian House staff members in front of the new Zen Garden | Neha Srinivasan PLA, Design Advisor

13 www.naturesacred.org/sacred_place/marian-house



ENRICHMENT GRANT RECIPIENT SPOTLIGHT:
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF NE ALABAMA

SACRED PLACES: Community Foundation of Northeast Alabama (CFNEA)

The Community Foundation of Northeast Alabama (CFNEA) is our local partner to a hub of 18 Sacred
Places in Alabama and a beautiful representation of our community foundation partnership model. With
rich programming and through ongoing grant support, CFNEA has leveraged the Firesoul Network for
maximum good. CFNEA hosts quarterly Firesoul events each year. These events are a time for Firesouls
to come together, workshop and ideate on programming for their Sacred Places, and apply for grant
funding to support these activities. In 2024, Nature Sacred matched CFNEA’s grants given to each
Alabama Sacred Place.

The following programs and enhancements were supported by this funding:

Veterans & Military Celebration, 2024 Update Stone Work and Clean Up Work
Party

Junior Firesoul Community Project
Completion Event
Labyrinth Retreat

A Bee Adventure Program Seniors Cookout Lucheon at the Garden

"Brother What's On Your Mind?” series Flower Power in Gardening

JUNIOR FIRESOUL PROGRAM

With an eye toward the long-term L T : - , ; Sl - - e e
health of these Sacred Places, E g A i Y ' ¥y : 4 ﬁ
CFNEA developed a Junior Firesoul |1/ i : (= 4 2 \ " : A }
program this year. Sustainability ' { " ' Y RS

and succession planning are main
objectives for our Sacred Places.
These young leaders are certainly
the next generation of catalysts and
caretakers for their community.



THE FIRESOUL NETWORK LISTENING TOUR

Nature Sacred spent much of 2024 deeply listening to our Firesouls—the community
catalysts and Sacred Place caretakers—in an effort to shape our ongoing engagement and

partnership.

First, we surveyed the 260 Firesouls in our network. Then, we hit the road on a Listening
Tour. Through a series of six regional events, dozens of luncheons, and countless one-
on-one connections, Nature Sacred team members canvassed the Network across the

country gathering feedback and insights for our next Strategic Plan.
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15 Photos taken from the in-person Firesoul canvassing event in Baltimore, MD



KEY TAKEAWAYS

o—g  Maintenance is a critical concern.

Through in person canvassing and the electronic survey, it is clear that maintenance is a critical
concern for Firesouls AND that they would like Nature Sacred to play a larger role in
supporting these efforts.

8%98 The intentional networking is valuable and
%j they want more!

In every in person canvassing event, Firesouls requested more opportunities to connect with
each other. This included requests for more individual connections, small and large group
sessions, in person and virtual networking opportunities. And 75% of Firesouls reported
interest in a National Gathering!

oo Nature Sacred grant making is working and
I~ potentially model making.

Firesouls resoundingly expressed that the low Llift, community driven aspects of Nature Sacred
grantmaking was critical to allow them to offer programmatic opportunities in Sacred Places
without burdening capacity. In every in person event Firesouls said they wished other grant
makers could operate this way and in Baltimore they voiced a wish for Nature Sacred to
become a changemaker organization by sharing how our grant funding works with others.

“We love being a part of a huge network of people
who value time spent in nature and time spent reflecting.
We love being a part of the Nature Sacred family.”

— Laura Wilson, Pell City Gateway | Alabama

16



NATURE SACRED,
Y RESEARCH AGGREGATOR

At Nature Sacred, we support, curate, and share research on the power of nature to inspire more
investment in Sacred Places. Our work—and its impact—continues to gain national attention, helping
to advance the conversation on nature’s crtical role in health, well-being, and community resilience.

THE BALTIMORE SUN

Filbert Street Garden a haven in Curtis Bay
1-acre site 'is where people come to breathe’ in
south Baltimore

FILBERT STREET GARDEN AND NATURE SACRED
IN THE BALTIMORE SUN

The Baltimore Sun featured Filbert Street Garden’s Sacred Place on its
front page, highlighting its transformation into a thriving green space
that fosters reflection, renewal, and community connection.

C——

HIGHLIGHTING NATURE’S ROLE IN HEALTHY AGING
IN GENERATIONS MAGAZINE

SERTET

Generations Magazine featured a first-person account of nature’s
healing power, highlighting research on how green spaces improve
well-being, especially for older adults, and introducing Nature
Sacred’s work in creating community-led urban sanctuaries.

When Nature Is a
Savior

III@IIH
™, HEALTH
ALDEN STONER ON HEALTH GIG {3 - GIG

podeast

The power of nature to heal and transform. Alden Stoner joined
Tricia Reilly Koch and Doro Bush Koch on the Health Gig podcast to
discuss the impact of Sacred Places on individual

and community well-being. (ALl | Il“'”l'l“'llll
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NEHA SRINIVASAN ON MUD KITCHEN

Designing spaces that change lives. Former Senior Manager of Design
and Sacred Places, Neha Srinivasan, was a guest on Mud Kitchen,
where she shared how our spaces are shaped

by and for communities. iNehmsrinivasan
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Journal Entry and Photo:
4th Street City Park | Annapolis, MD
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2024 FINANCIALS

BLISS Meadows | Baltimore, MD

All figures are based on unaudited financials.

Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2024

ASSETS
Cash $227,904
Investments $23,879,739
Other Assets 542,048
Total Assets $24,149,691

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities $108,393
Net Assets
Donor Restricted $1,261,579

Board Restricted (Endowment) $15,521,745

Unrestricted $7,257,974

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $24,149,691




Statement of Activities
January 1, 2024 - December 31, 2024

SUPPORT & REVENUE
Individuals $333,658
Foundations $1,676,178
Corporations $69,000
Book Sales $10,987
Co-Founders’ Capacity Grant $450,000
Endowment [5% distribution] $269,833
In-Kind Services $14,100
Subtotal Support & Revenue $2,823,756
Co-Founder Bequests* $14,107,389

2024 Total Support & Revenue $16,931,145

*See note from Kitty and Pascal on page 2

EXPENSES
Administration $288,357
Fundraising $401,752
Programs & Outreach $1,774,568
Total Expenses $2,464,677

2024 FINANCIALS

All figures are based on unaudited financials.

Endowment 9.6%

BenchTalk
Book Sales 0.4%

.~ In-Kind Services 0.5%

Foundations
59.4%

Based on Subtotal

Corporations 2.4%

Fundraising
16.3%

Programs
72%
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PLANTING, GROWING, AND THRIVING
THANKS TO OUR 2024 GENEROUS DONORS

Agape Fund
Anonymous Donors
Laurie Salladin & Mark Baganz
Will Baker and Whitney Taylor
John and Laura Banes
Nichole Battle
Patricia Baum Family Foundation
Heriselda Begaj-Viotti
Kathleen M. Bell
Jill Benscoter
Berkinshaw Charitable Fund
The Blackburn Foundation Inc.
David and Mikel Blair Family Foundation
The Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation
Rebecca and Mike Bogan
Ann Bozick
Bradford Family Foundation
Brenton/Galbraith Family Fund
Anna Brickman
Scott Brickman
Brinton Family Fund
The Sana and Andy Brooks Family Fund
Brenda and David Brown
Brown Advisory
Linda Bunce
Bunting Family Foundation
The Mary K. Bush Charitable Trust
Buysse Per-Lee Family Fund
John F. Chavez

Francis P. Chiaramonte, MD Family Foundation
Clayton Baker Trust
Dr. Beverly Dale, PhD

Joyce and William Donlon

James Duncan Jr.

Janet Dunn in honor of Edward Dunn
Suzy and Eddie Dunn Fund
Katie and Jib Edwards
Eisner Family Fund
Joni and Dick Ellsworth
R. S. Evans Foundation, Inc.

Melissa Deckman and Sean Fallon
Whitney and Wayne Farmer
Amanda Farrand
Jocelyn Coffin and Skye Featherstone
The Holly Fluty Dempsey Fund
Page and Chuck Foster
Georgie and Richard L. Franyo
Friends of Maryland's Olmsted Parks & Landscapes
Tom Gamper
Susan Gebhardt
Casey and Remy Gomes
Eliana Jane Gomes
Kimberly Grassia
The Graymore Fund
Wendy and David Greenberg
Nicholas Greksouk
The Griffith Foundation
Dr. Marsha Guenzler-Stevens Ph.D.
Michael and Ann Hankin Family Fund
Karry and Jonathan Hatch
Ho Foundation
Anne and Cas Hobbs
Alexis Hyder
The Jeanne and Frank Jemison Fund
Ken Johnson
Michael Kaiser
Robert Kessel
Havylie Kim and Andrew Cofran
Elizabeth and Doug Kinney
Nancy Klavans
LandCare
The Levitt Foundation
Lockhart Vaughan Foundation, Inc.
Nancy P. Lohr
Colleen Marocco Giving Fund
Lauren Marshall
Katherine Maxwell
Mary K. McClanahan
McPherson Family Fund
Sharon Metcalf




Su and Pascal Mittermaier

Genevieve L. Murphy Fund
John Murray

The Orokawa Foundation

Jeanne and Ed Paglee

Parish Family Foundation

Perlin Family Charitable Fund
Mauree Jane Perry
Richman Family Foundation
Megan and Narric Rome
Jacob S. Shapiro Foundation
Gurbani Singh
Anne and Richard Smalling
Rochelle and Fred Smith

Morgan Charitable Foundation

Brainard W. and Susan O. Parker

Dianne E. Tankersley and John C. Spooner

Marilyn Chatten and Glen Stewart
Alden Stoner and Ethan Keogh
Katharine E. and Thomas H. Stoner Fund
The Estate of Thomas H. Stoner
W.S.
Symington Family Fund
Judith M. P. Templeton

Liling Tien
AP Beth Tuttle and Robert Carragher
'. " Renee Vanderstelt
. : Eva Vega-Olds
“"- o Angela and Evan Walseng X
) Karen and Chuck Walsh :

Bob Whitcomb
The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company
Harry Wilson
Robbie and Marvin Winick

Michelle Moskowitz and Gary Steinhardt

To our 2024 Anonymous Donors:
Please know that while your names are not on this listing, the impact of your
kindness will be felt throughout Nature Sacred and by those we serve.
Thank you for being quiet champions of our mission.

2024 LEADERSHIP | Board of Directors

Edward Dunn
Jonathan D. Eisner
Amanda B. Farrand
Michael D. Hankin
Lauren Marshall
Emily Moore

Glen Stewart

Tom Stoner, Co-Founder,
In Memoriam

Pascal Mittermaier, Board Chair
Kitty Stoner, Vice Chair

Dick Blackburn, Treasurer

Fred Smith, Secretary

Nichole Battle

Mike Bogan

The Honorable Mary K. Bush

Jack Bloodgood, Founding Director,
In Memoriam

Chuck Foster, Founding Director
Chelle Stoner, Founding Director




Opening Event | Nurse, Firesoul, and Nature Sacred team member
Garden of Gratitude at MedStar Franklin Square Medical Center | Baltimore, MD

Photos within this report have been thoughtfully curated and generously contributed by Harry Connolly,
Nature Sacred Staff, and various talented individuals.

105 ANNAPOLIS STREET, SUITE D, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401
INFO@NATURESACRED.ORG | (410) 268-1376

www.naturesacred.org




